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CCMOAA – President’s Message 
 

Dear Coastal Carolina Chapter members, here is wishing everyone a Happy Holiday 
Season and a Happy 2022!  We recently held our annual Toys for Tots Luncheon at the 
Carolina Colours Pavilion on Wednesday, December 8th.  Representing the Marine Corps 
was Captain Nicholas Salamone, who thanked the community for the overwhelming 
support to the Toys for Tots program.  Also, two of our former North Carolina State 
Presidents Jim Brumit and David Lee attended.  Jim Brumit presented several awards to 
our Chapter.  Our Luncheon Guest Speaker was Etteinne B. Mitchell (“E T”), Craven 
County Commissioner for District 4.  Thank you to all who supported the Marines and 
Toys for Tots program. 

 
Also, a big thank you to Board Member Jerry Kirk, who single handily liaised with the Kinston Veteran’s Home and mailed 
over 100 signed Christmas cards to the residents.   
 
On the Horizon 
North Carolina State Quarterly Meeting – 7/8 January 2022 in Winston Salem. 
Coastal Carolina Chapter Meeting – 13 January 2022 – Carolina Colours Pavilion Conference Room  
 
Request for Board / Committee Members 
Coastal Carolina we are still in need of a few members to step up to join our Board.  I am available to discuss if you are 
interested (650) 235-6350. 

 
CCMOAA – 2021 Year in Review 
 
2021 proved to be another exceptionally good year for our chapter. We are one of two very active chapters and the 
awards received throughout the year bear testimony to the work done by our board and chapter members. Below are the 
highlights: 

- Addition of the Eastern Carolina Chapter to include the following counties: Pitt, Lenoir, Greene, and Wayne.  
Established Satellite Chapter in Goldsboro.   

- The Wall That Heals (Vietnam Travelling Wall) Lawson Creek Park, New Bern, April 6-11, 2021. The Coastal 
Carolina Chapter provided a cash donation as well as several members who served on the Planning Committee 
and volunteered in various areas. 

- Awarded 5 Scholarships to High School and College students – a BIG thank you to Gail Bateman, Chair of this 
effort. 

- Awarded Leadership Awards to Army and Air Force ROTC Students at East Carolina University and JROTC at 
several local High Schools. 

- Events Program, a big thank you to Randy Bogle for his tireless organizing efforts supporting the following 
activities: 

o Scholarship dinner 
o Beaufort sunset cruise  
o and Toys-for-Tots luncheon 
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- Support to the Kinston Veteran’s Retirement Home – again thanks to Jerry Kirk for his efforts. 
 
Coastal Carolina was recognized for the following awards: 

• Level of Excellence Award – 5 Stars (2020) 

• Marvin J. Harris Communications Award – 5 Stars (2020) 

• National Website Award – 5 Stars (2020) 

• National Newsletter Award 

• State Council of Chapters Certificate of Achievement (achieving all the State’s critical success factors) – a shout 
out to Mike Kennedy as this award was based heavily on membership. 

• MOAA Outstanding Service Award awarded to Mark Sandvigen for legislative affairs 

• State Council of Chapters Certificate of Outstanding Service Achievement awarded to Mark Sandvigen for 
legislative affairs 

• Certificate of Appreciation awarded to Col. William Barnes for support to the NC State Council of Chapters. 
 

Toys for Tots Luncheon Highlights: 
 
For everyone that could not attend, the following are just some of the highlights of the luncheon. First, 
I would be remiss if I did not acknowledge the festive and cozy atmosphere at the Carolina Colours 
Pavilion and the ability to catch up with our CCMOAA family. As usual, your generosity was on 
display. Your gifts were very much appreciated.  
 
We were extremely pleased to have Col. Jim Brumit and Captain David Lee, past-Presidents of the 
North Carolina Council of Chapters attending, along with Captain Nicholas Salamone, USMC, and 
Craven County Commissioner as well and CCMOAA member, ET Mitchell. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Please read from left to right: 
 

1) President Randall Ramian welcomes the almost 35 members who came and supported the event. Randall had a 
full plate as he alternated between introducing speakers and accepting awards.  

2) Captain Nicholas Salamone addresses everyone and relates how Toys for Tots this year is more needed than 
ever. With almost 19,000+ children in Craven and Carteret Counties signed up for toys, your gifts filled a much-
needed void.  Unfortunately, Captain Salamone had to leave early as he had other organizations to visit and 
thank.  He stated that the local Toys for Tots organization was still close to 5000 toys short of the demand, and he 
was off, in true Marine fashion, to see if he could close the gap – Semper Fi! 

3) Mark Sandvigen was presented with numerous awards for his chapter and legislative service this last year.  The 
highlight of course was the passage of the State Budget (Senate Bill 105) which included the military tax 
exemption for retirees, medical retirees, and surviving spouses. NC’s 2022 tax instructions should reflect the tax 
savings resulting from the passage of this bill – and oh, by the way, this is permanent.  In addition, the Federal 
“death tax” on the income received by surviving spouses will be in completely removed in 2023. 

4) Commissioner ET Mitchel was gracious enough to not only give an excellent talk but remain standing for all the 
questions resulting from the topics presented.  ET spoke on her efforts with the NC Military Affairs Commission, 
its new leadership, and the efforts to keep our highly trained service members in the state after their hitches are 
up. In addition, ET brought everyone up to speed on our Carolina East and its new relationship with UNC 
Healthcare.  Long trips to Duke and Chapple Hill may become a thing of the past as an expansion of capabilities 
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means many more diseases can now be treated here.  Last, ET related what was happening with the airport and 
if we can expect any new carriers. Delta is completely gone and the direct flights to Dulles have been pulled from 
New Bern in favor of Jacksonville.  I guess it is American Airlines and transfer at Charlotte for the foreseeable 
future. 

 

Last Minute Christmas Gift Ideas: 
 
MOAA Membership: Remembering our own separations at this time of year, many of us think about our 
members in the Armed Services and how we can help them or their families. This Christmas, if you have 
a commissioned or transitioning service member in your family think about a membership to MOAA. The 
Basic membership is free, and your gift includes several benefits and an electronic newsletter. More 
importantly, your service member or recent retiree remains a CCMOAA member until they decide to find 
a chapter closer to home.  

 
 

Our Local Community: This has been a very tough year for many in our community. In the New Bern 
Branch area, almost 82,000 people are facing hunger, of which almost 30,000 are children. With the 
lockdowns, many of our local children - who get 2½ meals a day from school - are not getting the 
nutrition they need as they are home. If you are unable to get to the commissary to purchase most 
needed items and delivery them to the food bank, consider a cash donation on behalf of a loved one or 

CCMOAA to ensure there is enough food for this holiday season.  
 

Legislative Action Center:  

COLA increase: Military retirees and veterans receiving disability payments from the 
Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) will see their paychecks go up by 5.9% for 2022, triggered 
by inflation and an annual adjustment to the federal Cost of Living Allowance (COLA). What 
does this mean to you, for 2022, retired military members will see a $59 increase for each 
$1,000 of military retirement pension they receive each month. If you would like to know more, 
please go to the MOAA’s COLA Watch web page. 

 
Social Security Increase: Approximately 70 million Americans will see a 5.9% increase in their Social Security benefits 
and Supplemental Security Income (SSI) payments in 2022. You should have received a letter in the mail letting you know 
of the change and the new calculation of your benefits.  if you have not received your letter, you can securely obtain your 
Social Security COLA notice online using the Message Center in your my Social Security account.  
 
Military pay increase: Who did not get a substantial pay increase, you got it – our active duty service men and women. 
The White House and Senate Armed Services Committee have proposed a 2.7% pay raise for the military in 2022, 
keeping up with inflation. How is it that military pensions and social security are at 6% but the same inflation influenced 
military pay raise is 2.7%? This is in the face of continued force restructuring and manpower drawdowns. If you think this 
is wrong, please contact our representatives and let them know. 
 
 
Surviving Spouse Corner: What to Expect in 2022 With the ‘Widows Tax’ Repeal 
By: Nancy Mullen 

We are coming up on the second year of a three-year phase out of what has been known as the "widows tax," which 
required forfeiture of a dollar of Survivor Benefit Plan (SBP) for every dollar of Dependency and Indemnity Compensation 
(DIC) received. Please note this is only applicable to those surviving spouses who qualify for both DIC and SBP and are in 
receipt of the Special Survivor Indemnity Allowance (SSIA). 

In Phase 1 (2021), surviving spouse SBP payments were reduced, or offset, by two-thirds of the DIC rather than the full 
dollar-for-dollar reduction. For many surviving spouses, this resulted in an increase in the amount of SBP paid as the 
gross amount of their SBP exceeded two-thirds of the DIC. Others have had to wait to see an increase in their benefit. 
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We are nearing the start of Phase 2 of the elimination of the offset for which the amount offset (or deducted) from the SBP 
will be reduced to one-third of the DIC payment. To estimate your benefit, subtract one-third of your current base DIC 
payment from your current gross SBP benefit. The result is approximately what your SBP payment will be in the second 
phase, plus any COLAs, which is expected to be approximately 5.9%. 

Let’s look at an easy example: We will assume a COLA of 5.9% for 2022, which puts the projected 2022 base DIC 
amount at approximately $1,437.66. One-third of that new DIC amount is $479.22. This is the amount you will subtract 
from your gross SBP amount. So, if your gross SBP without offset is $1,000, then you would subtract $479.22 from 
$1,000 to give you a 2022 SBP payment of $520.78 ($1,000-$479.22). You would also receive the SSIA, which is 
projected to be approximately $346. 

These new changes will be effective in January 2022, which you will see reflected on the payment to be received Feb. 1, 
2022. If you do not know your gross SBP, you can find that on your annuitant account statements, available in your 
myPay account. You should also receive an annuity statement in the mail in December 2021. 

There are no changes to the post-9/11 active-duty survivor child-only SBP option until 2023, and these changes do not 
impact the retiree child-only SBP option. 
 

Senate NDAA Amendment Seeks to Ease Financial Challenges for New Survivors 
By: Mark Belinsky 

Financial concerns can be a terrible burden on top of an already stressful situation for a newly widowed spouse. When 
they discover the Defense Finance and Accounting Service (DFAS) may take part or all of a servicemember’s last 
retirement check back, it can be overwhelming. 

The Military Retiree Survivor Comfort Act (H.R. 2214 and S.1669) will allow survivors to gradually repay the amount over 
the next 12 months and have an opportunity to request for debt forgiveness through DoD. 

Sens. Rob Portman (R-Ohio) and Elizabeth Warren (D-Mass.) recently submitted the Military Survivor Comfort Act as a 
Senate Amendment (SA 3882) for consideration in the FY 2022 National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA). 

“Too many surviving spouses are financially caught off guard when their servicemember passes,” said Lt. Gen. Dana T. 
Atkins, USAF (Ret), president and CEO of MOAA. “DFAS recoupment of the last paycheck can empty a banking account 
for a grieving survivor. MOAA strongly supports Senators Portman and Warren’s introduction of the Military Survivor 
Comfort Act that will ease the financial burden with a gradual repayment and option to appeal for debt forgiveness.” 

In support of our survivor community, The Military Coalition (TMC), a group of organizations including MOAA that 
represent nearly 5.5 million members of the uniformed services community, sent a letter to Portman and Warren earlier 
this year in support of the legislation. Senate NDAA amendments will be considered very soon. Because time is short, call 
(866) 272-MOAA (6622), MOAA's toll-free line to the U.S. Capitol switchboard, to be connected with your senators’ offices 
and ask them to support SA 3882, the Military Retiree Survivor Comfort Act. 

Take Advantage of These 5 Year-End Tax Tips 
By: Lila Quintiliani 

It’s not too late to take advantage of these tax strategies for your 2021 tax return, but don’t delay: Each one needs to be 
completed by Dec. 31 of this year. 

1. Maximize 401(k)/TSP Contributions   

While you can make contributions to an Individual Retirement Account (IRA) and Health Savings Accounts up until April 
15, 2022, the window to contribute to employer-sponsored retirement plans closes at the end of the year. 

2. Convert Money from a Traditional IRA to a Roth IRA 
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As mentioned above, you can make contributions to an IRA up until tax day, but if you are converting money from a 
Traditional IRA to a Roth, you must do it before the year ends. 

3. Take Your RMD 

If you are a retiree who must take a required minimum distribution (RMD) from your account, make sure you take it before 
Dec. 31.  

Last year, the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act waived RMDs, but they are required this 
year. Failure to take the required distribution results in a 50% penalty – ouch. 

4. Give a Gift 

Many people use the strategy of giving annual cash gifts during their lifetime as part of their estate plan. You can make a 
gift of up to $15,000 to an unlimited number of individuals each year without either party having to file a gift tax return or 
pay tax on it. But the gifts must be given by year’s end. 

5. Charitable Contributions 

Ordinarily, filers who choose to take the standard deduction (i.e., don’t itemize) cannot deduct charitable contributions. 
This year, however, a special tax provision allows filers to deduct up to $600 in cash donations to qualifying charities on 
their tax returns without having to itemize ($300 if filing as an individual). Contributions must be made by Dec. 31. 
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